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What to Do When Interacting with U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) & Other Law Enforcement

Understanding your rights is crucial when interacting with U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) and other law enforcement officers, especially in light of recent
executive orders targeting immigrant community members.

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) includes several agencies—U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services (USCIS), Customs and Border Protection (CBP), and ICE-that
may be involved in immigration enforcement actions.

Whether you are an American citizen, permanent resident, student, worker on a visa, or
of any other status, Muslims and all other persons residing in the United States are
protected by the Constitution and U.S. law, ensuring the right to due process and the
freedom to engage in peaceful political activity.

We recognize and support the vital role law enforcement plays in maintaining public
safety and national security, and it is a religious and moral obligation for anyone who
is aware of any dangerous activities in their community to report it to local or federal
authorities.

At the same time, it is essential to understand and exercise your legal rights during any
interactions with law enforcement. Whether or not you are a U.S. citizen, when contacted
by a DHS official or ICE, please remember your rights outlined on the next page:

For questions or to report an incident, visit
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If DHS, ICE, or another immigration enforcement officer approaches you—whether at
your home, school, mosque, or Islamic center—you have the right to remain silent.
Unless you are under arrest, you are not required to answer any questions about your
immigration status or other personal details. You also have the right to ask if you are
being detained and, if not, whether you are free to leave. Officers should not ask
YOUR RIGHT improper questions about your religious or political beliefs, group affiliations or
TO REMAIN contributions, past statements or activities, or travel history. Consider carrying a “know
SILENT your rights” card to inform officers that you are exercising your legal rights.

You have the legal right to have a lawyer present when speaking with federal law
enforcement agencies—even if you are not a citizen or have been arrested or detained.
Refusing to answer questions cannot be used against you and does not imply
wrongdoing; in fact, providing incorrect information can be more damaging than
remaining silent. An attorney is best equipped to protect your rights, so seek
immediate legal representation and do not sign or say anything without first
consulting with an attorney. Do not discuss your immigration status with anyone
except your lawyer, as law enforcement cannot listen to conversations between you
and your attorney. ICE does not provide lawyers; however, you can request a pro-bono
attorney or contact your consulate for assistance. You also have the right to know the
charges against you and to have a hearing before an immigration judge.

You do not have to allow any law enforcement officer to enter your home, school, or
religious center unless they have a valid warrant. Do not open the door to let officers
inside. If a DHS or ICE officer requests entry, ask whether they have a deportation
warrant that is signed by a judge and contains accurate information (such as your
ASK TO SEE name, age, and sex). If they do not have such a warrant, they are not permitted to

A SIGNED enter, and you can state, “I do not f:onsent to your entry.” You may speak .to t.hem.
WARRANT through the door or ask them to slide the warrant underneath. Even in this situation,

you still have the right to remain silent.

You have the right to request identification, and officers at your door must show their
badges. Remain calm and avoid resisting. Document everything: record videos, note
names and badge numbers, and keep track of any individuals who are arrested or
detained. Contact an attorney and immediately file a complaint with the appropriate
internal affairs division.

Always carry identification, such as your green card. Avoid carrying documents from a
foreign country that could potentially be used against you. Federal law requires
non-U.S. citizens to carry their registration documents at all times. Once you have
shown your immigration status to an officer, you do not have to answer any additional
CARRY questions without a lawyer present. Do not lie or provide false documents. Make a
IDENTIFICATION safety plan: memorize important family members’ phone numbers and keep essential

AND MAKE A PLAN documents in a secure location.

For questions or to report an incident, visit
www.cair.com


www.cair.com

