
Council on American-Islamic Relations and CAIR Action

Legislative  
Priorities  

119th Congress

January 1, 2025



Report Author: 
Robert McCaw CAIR Government Affairs Department Director 
Shafiquil Muhshna, CAIR Government Affairs Department Coordinator  
Basim Elkarra, CAIR Action Executive Director  

Contributor: 
Nouha Elyazidi, CAIR Government Affairs Department Intern 

CAIR is America’s largest Muslim civil rights and advocacy organization. Its mission is to enhance the under-
standing of Islam, encourage dialogue, protect civil rights, empower American Muslims, and build coalitions that 
promote justice and mutual understanding. 

Direct questions about this report to: 
Council on American-Islamic Relations 453 New Jersey Avenue, SE, Washington, DC 20003 
Tel: 202-488-8787 | Fax: 202-488-0833 | www.cair.com 
To obtain copies of this report or to offer comments or feedback, please write to info@cair.com and include 
the subject line, “CAIR 2025 Legislative Priorities 119th Congress.”

FAIR USE NOTICE: This report may contain copyrighted material, the use of which has not always been spe-
cifically authorized by the copyright owner. It is being made available in an effort to advance the understanding 
of political, human rights, democracy, and social justice issues. It is believed that this constitutes a “fair use” 
of any such copyrighted material as provided for in Section 107 of the U.S. Copyright Law. In accordance with 
Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, the material in this report is distributed without profit to those who have expressed 
a prior interest in receiving the included information for research and educational purposes. If you wish to 
use copyrighted material in this report for purposes of your own that go beyond “fair use,” you must obtain 
permission from the copyright owner. The material in this report is provided for educational and informational 
purposes only. No part of this publication may be stored in a retrieval system, transmitted, or reproduced in 
any way, including but not limited to, photocopy, photograph and magnetic, or other record, without the prior 
agreement and written approval of the publisher.

http://www.cair.com 


 

1.     Bill: A bill is a proposal for new legislation or an amendment to existing laws. Bills can be introduced in 	
either chamber of Congress (the House of Representatives or the Senate) and are designated as:

•	 H.R. (House of Representatives) for bills introduced in the House.
•	 S. (Senate) for bills introduced in the Senate.

If a bill is passed by both chambers and signed by the President, it becomes law. Bills typically address substan-
tive issues such as budgets, policies, or regulations.

2.    Resolution: A resolution is a formal expression of the opinion or will of one chamber of Congress. It 
does not have the force of law and is used to address matters internal to Congress or express a position on a 
specific issue.

•	 House Resolutions (H. Res.) and Senate Resolutions (S. Res.) are used for issues like rules of proce-
dure, the operation of a single chamber, or expressing opinions on certain issues.

3.    Joint Resolution: A joint resolution is similar to a bill and can have the force of law if approved by both 
chambers of Congress and signed by the President. It is often used for specific purposes, such as:

•	 Proposing constitutional amendments (which do not require the President’s signature but must be 		
	 ratified by three-fourths of the states).
•	 Temporary measures like budgetary appropriations.

Designated as H.J. Res. (House) or S.J. Res. (Senate).

4.    Concurrent Resolution: A concurrent resolution requires approval by both chambers but does not require 
the President’s signature and does not carry the force of law. These are typically used to address:

•	 Matters affecting both chambers, such as joint rules or adjournment.
•	 Expressing Congress’s collective opinion on certain issues (e.g., commemorative events).

Designated as H. Con. Res. (House) or S. Con. Res. (Senate).

5.    Amendment: An amendment is a formal change or addition proposed during the consideration of a bill, 
resolution, or other legislative measure. It may add, modify, or delete specific provisions.

6.    Appropriations Bill: An appropriations bill provides funding for government agencies and programs. 
Congress must pass these bills annually to allocate money for federal operations and initiatives.

DEFINITIONS
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America was founded on principles of justice, equality, and protecting the rights of all individuals who call this 
country home. While recent years have seen attempts to limit the rights of religious and minority communities, 
the core values enshrined in our Constitution continue to guide us toward a more equal, just, and free society. 
The Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), the nation’s largest Muslim civil rights and advocacy 
organization, and CAIR Action a leading national Muslim political advocacy organization, remain steadfast in 
our missions to promote civic engagement and advocate for policies that protect these rights. We work to 
ensure that America lives up to its founding ideals, striving to create a society where every individual can thrive 
without fear of discrimination or injustice.

As the 119th United States Congress convenes, CAIR’s legislative and advocacy priorities are focused on 
defending the civil rights of American Muslims, protecting the rights of all individuals residing in the U.S., and 
ensuring the rights of those seeking to come to our shores. These priorities align with our joint commitment to 
upholding the U.S. Constitution and American values. Our shared congressional agenda includes supporting 
legislation that addresses key issues such as voting rights protections, comprehensive immigration reform, 
law enforcement accountability, national security, foreign aid policies, combating domestic and international 
hate, safeguarding free speech, protecting nonprofits, and recognizing the significant contributions of minority 
communities, including American Muslims.

The following are key priorities of the American Muslim community, endorsed by CAIR, that we urge Congress 
to support in the 119th Congress:

1.	 Maintaining a Ceasefire and Rebuilding Palestine: Support maintaining a permanent ceasefire to halt  
Israel’s genocide and pave the way for rebuilding Palestine. With the United States’ backing, Israel’s unre-
lenting attacks in Gaza have resulted in the loss of over 45,000 Palestinian lives, with the majority being 
innocent civilians, including children. The International Criminal Court (ICC) has intensified its scrutiny of 
Israel’s actions, including alleged war crimes. The ICC’s issuing of an arrest warrant for Prime Minister  
Benjamin Netanyahu underscores the gravity of these violations. It is high time for American elected 
leaders to join the International Community to stop Israel’s ongoing genocide of Palestinians, hold Israel 
accountable for its war crimes, and ensure justice for the victims. 

2.	  Ending U.S. Military Funding for Weapons to Israel: Last year, U.S. government spent over $22 billion in 
direct and indirect aid to Israel, much of it funding military operations that have devastated Palestinian 
territories. These funds have supported illegal actions that violate international law, including airstrikes 
targeting civilians in Gaza, Lebanon, and now Syria. The use of U.S.-supplied weapons in these atrocities 
is not only unconscionable but also a direct contradiction to American law, values, and our principles of 
human rights and justice.  We will call on policymakers to immediately end our nation’s financial complicity 
in Israel’s war crimes, genocide, and policies of occupation and apartheid. 

3.	 Protecting the Tax-Exempt Status of Nonprofits: Advocacy organizations championing human rights, 
including Palestinian rights, are under attack in Congress through attempts to investigate and possibly 
strip them of their tax-exempt status. This is modern-day McCarthyism—a blatant form of viewpoint dis-
crimination aimed at silencing dissent. Protecting the tax-exempt status of nonprofits is critical to ensuring 

INTRODUCTION
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a democratic civil society where diverse voices can advocate without fear of reprisal. Punishing houses 
of worship and other nonprofit advocacy organizations for their stances on Palestine is unconstitutional, 
undermines the First Amendment, and sets a dangerous precedent for targeting American organizations 
based on their political beliefs.

4.	 Safeguarding Freedom of Speech: Freedom of speech is under siege. Legislation and policies that penal-
ize individuals and organizations for supporting the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) movement 
erode the very foundation of American democracy. On college campuses, there has been a stark rise in 
hate crimes and violence targeting Arab, Muslim, and Palestinian students. Yet institutions often stifle 
criticism of Israel while ignoring the violence against these communities. Protecting the constitutional right 
to dissent is paramount in addressing these injustices and ensuring that no voice is silenced in advocating 
for Palestinians.

5.	 Immigration and Law Enforcement Reform: Developing a comprehensive approach to immigration reform 
and law enforcement accountability is essential to protect vulnerable communities from systemic discrim-
ination. The upcoming administration faces challenges in addressing these deeply entrenched issues, but 
we must act decisively. This includes ending family separations, closing inhumane detention centers, and 
holding law enforcement accountable for abuses. By championing policies rooted in fairness and equity, we 
can create a society where all individuals—regardless of race, religion, or immigration status—are treated 
with dignity and respect.

Additionally, CAIR and CAIR Action support greater congressional oversight, reform, and hearings focused on 
critical issues, including the unconstitutional terrorism watchlist, Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) legacy 
programs, and addressing the rise in anti-Muslim hate crimes and bias incidents.

Finally, we support the continuation and equitable distribution of nonprofit security grants to safeguard 
houses of worship, community centers, and nonprofits vulnerable to hate crimes. We will work closely with the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), and other relevant 
agencies to ensure that these funds are allocated fairly and transparently, addressing the security needs of 
American Muslim organizations and other marginalized communities.

Members of Congress or the public interested in learning more about these legislative priorities should email 
CAIR at info@cair.com and/or CAIR Action at media@cairaction.org with the subject line “119th Congress 
Legislative Priorities.”
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1.     One-Sided Resolution Misconstruing Criticism of Israel as Antisemitism on College Campuses

CAIR Position: Oppose

Introduced By: Sen. Tim Scott (R-SC)

Bill History: Previously introduced in the Senate in June 2024 and referred to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

118th Congress Bill Designation: S.Res.670

Bill Summary: This resolution misrepresents student and faculty speech on campus advocating for Palestinian 
human rights and criticizing Israel’s human rights record by wrongly equating it with antisemitism. It urges the 
Department of Education to enforce Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which prohibits discrimination 
based on race, color, or national origin in federally funded programs, and applies it incorrectly to student and 
faculty advocates.

While it is essential to condemn antisemitism, the resolution conflates political discourse with hate speech, 
potentially stifling legitimate criticism of Israel. If tied to the misleading International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance (IHRA) definition of antisemitism, which equates criticism of Israel with antisemitic hate speech, it 
could suppress advocacy for Palestinian rights, academic freedom, and campus activism. Pro-Palestinian 
organizations and discussions may be unfairly targeted as discriminatory, creating a chilling effect on free 
speech and academic inquiry.

The resolution also risks selective enforcement of Title VI protections, focusing on alleged antisemitism while 
overlooking other forms of discrimination, such as Islamophobia or anti-Black racism. This selective approach 
undermines due process, creates a climate of fear on campuses, and curtails open debate on critical human 
rights issues.

2.    Resolutions promoting the U.S. government’s adoption of controversial IHRA definition of antisemitism 
that conflates criticism and protests of Israel with hate speech.

CAIR Position: Oppose

Introduced By: Sen. Scott, Rick [R-FL] 

Bill History: Introduced in the Senate on June 2024 and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary

118th Congress Bill Designation: S.Res.254

Bill Summary: This resolution condemns antisemitism in unequivocal terms and endorses the controversial 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) working definition of antisemitism as a tool to combat 
discrimination. However, the IHRA definition inaccurately conflates legitimate criticism of Israel’s human rights 
record with the harmful bigotry of antisemitism. The resolution calls for adopting the IHRA definition by 

FIGHTING FOR FREEDOM OF SPEECH    
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“Federal, State, and local government entities, as well as academic institutions, civil society organizations, and 
other relevant stakeholders,” presenting it as essential for addressing rising antisemitic incidents.

Kenneth S. Stern, the original drafter of the IHRA definition, has warned that enshrining it into law would 
suppress political speech and harm academia, Jewish students, and faculty. Critics argue that using the IHRA 
definition to equate criticism of Israeli policies with antisemitism weaponizes the definition, threatening to 
silence legitimate debate, suppress advocacy for Palestinian rights, and undermine free speech, academic 
freedom, and the integrity of democratic discourse.

3.    Antisemitism Awareness Act of 2024

CAIR Position: Oppose

Introduced By: Representatives Michael Lawler (R-NY) and Josh Gottheimer (D-NJ). Senators Tim Scott 
(R-SC) & Pete Ricketts (R-NE)

Bill History: In 2023, this Act was introduced in the House then, passed the House by a vote of 320 -91, and 
received in the Senate on May 2024 

118th Congress Bill Designation: S.4127, H.R.6090, S.3141

Bill Summary:  This act attempts to suppress and criminalize First Amendment-protected political speech in 
American schools by also requiring the U.S. Department of Education to adopt the IHRA’s misleading definition 
of antisemitism. If passed, it will stifle free speech on campus. School administrations could also use the IHRA 
definition to justify disciplinary actions against students who engage in pro-Palestinian activism. 

Peaceful protests, distribution of literature, or organizing events that critique the Israeli government’s genocidal 
policies could, under the IHRA definition, be deemed antisemitic. Disciplinary actions can be taken that dis-
proportionately affect students advocating for Palestinian rights and, therefore, create an environment of fear 
and suppression that deters students from participating in advocacy and activism. The act disproportionately 
impacts the advocacy and rights of Muslim, Arab, Jewish, and Palestinian students, as well as their allies, who 
are more likely to speak out against Israeli policies. This targeted enforcement is discrimination and marginaliza-
tion of these groups.

4.    Countering Antisemitism Act

CAIR Position: Oppose

Introduced By: Representatives Rep. Kathy Manning (D-NC) and Christopher Smith (R-NJ). Senators Jacky 
Rosen (D-NV) and James Lankford (R-OK).

Bill History: Introduced in the House and Senate in April 2024 and referred to the Judiciary Committee

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.R.7921

Bill Summary: This act promotes the false notion that the pro-Palestine human rights movement is responsible 
for antisemitism. It proposes creating a national coordinator and federal interagency task force to combat 
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antisemitism using an expansive definition designed to silence Palestinian human rights activists. This could 
increase state discrimination and target American Muslims, Arab Americans, and pro-Palestine supporters for 
speaking out against Israel’s genocidal actions in Gaza and its West Bank policies of occupation and apartheid. 
The bill aims to adopt the IHRA definition of antisemitism, which threatens legitimate free speech regarding 
Israel’s human rights violations.

5.    Denouncing the rise of Islamophobia and antisemitism across the country

CAIR Position: Support reintroduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress.

Introduced By: Rep. Gottheimer, Josh (D-NJ)

Bill History: Introduced in the House in April 2024 and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary and the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.Res.1114

Bill Summary: This House resolution reaffirms the fundamental right of individuals to freely express their race, 
ethnicity, and religion. It condemns the rise in hate crimes, Islamophobia, and antisemitism as unacceptable 
and intolerable in a democratic society. The resolution urges social media companies to take responsibility for 
addressing violent rhetoric and propaganda on their platforms, emphasizing the need for greater oversight to 
curb harmful speech. Additionally, it highlights the importance of nonprofit security grants to protect houses of 
worship and other vulnerable institutions from acts of hate and violence.

CAIR and CAIR Action strongly support this resolution, which promotes inclusivity, tolerance, and the protec-
tion of all communities from hate. This legislation sends a clear message that targeting individuals based on 
their identity, whether religious or ethnic, is a violation of the values that define the nation. It also serves as a 
call to action for both private companies and public entities to foster a safer, more respectful environment for 
all people.
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6.    Sanctions and Accountability for Non-Compliance and Transparent Investigative Oversight for National 
Security (SANCTIONS) in the West Bank Act

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress.

Introduced By: Summer Lee (D-PA) and Senator Peter Welch (D-VT)

Bill History: Introduced in the House and Senate on December 23, 2024, in the 118th Congress. 

Bill Summary: This act codifies President Biden’s February 2024 Executive Order 14115, which authorizes 
sanctions targeting individuals involved in violence, property destruction, or destabilizing actions in the West 
Bank. By permanently establishing these sanctions, the bill ensures accountability for those who undermine 
peace, security, and stability in the region, including extremist settlers and others engaging in acts of intimida-
tion, forced displacement, or human rights abuses. Key measures include freezing U.S.-based assets, blocking 
financial transactions, and denying entry into the United States for sanctioned individuals.

The legislation addresses the unprecedented rise in settler violence, property destruction, and intimidation of 
Palestinian civilians in the West Bank, which has severely escalated since 2023. By codifying these sanctions, 
the bill aims to strengthen U.S. policy as a force for justice and stability, ensuring accountability while safe-
guarding the rights and dignity of Palestinians and Israelis alike. It underscores the United States’ commitment 
to a two-state solution, human rights, and the prevention of further violence in the region. 

7.     Afghan Adjustment Act

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress.

Introduced By: Rep. Mariannette Miller-Meeks [R-IA-1], Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-MN)

Bill History: Introduced in the House and Senate on July 2023 in the 117th Congress and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.R. 4627, S. 2327

Bill Summary: This act would allow over 76,000 Afghan evacuees residing in the United States to attain perma-
nent legal resident status one year after their arrival. 

Specifically, the act would:  
o     Allow Afghans on temporary humanitarian status in the U.S. who submit to additional security vetting 		
	    to apply for permanent legal status.    
o     Establish an Interagency Task Force, led by the U.S. Department of State, responsible for creating 		
	    and implementing a strategy to continue the relocation and resettlement of eligible Afghan partners 		
	    from Afghanistan over the next ten years.
o     Require the U.S. Department of State to respond to congressional inquiries related to Special Immi		
	    grant Visa (SIV) applications or U.S. Refugee Admissions Program (USRAP) referrals.

IMMIGRATION AND HUMANITARIAN ISSUES
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o     Expand SIV eligibility for Afghans who worked and served alongside U.S. forces, including members 		
       of the Afghan National Army Special Operations Command, the Afghan Air Force, the Female Tactical 	
	   Teams of Afghanistan, and the Special Mission Wing of Afghanistan.

8.    Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that the plight of Cameroonian immigrants 
and the continued turmoil and instability in the nation of Cameroon merits a designation of humanitarian 
parole and calling on the Department of Homeland Security to create a humanitarian parole program for 
Cameroonians fleeing this violence.

CAIR Position-  Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress.

Introduced By:  Rep. Adriano Espaillat (D-NY)

Bill History: Introduced in the House on March 2024 and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary and the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.Res 1048

Bill Summary: This resolution highlights the humanitarian crisis in Cameroon and the challenges faced by 
Cameroonian migrants fleeing violence and human rights abuses. It calls on the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity to establish a special humanitarian parole program under the Immigration and Nationality Act to provide 
relief for these migrants. The resolution also urges the U.S. government to allocate resources to support the 
successful resettlement of Cameroonian immigrants, including comprehensive assistance for those benefiting 
from the proposed humanitarian parole status.

9.    National Origin-Based Antidiscrimination for Nonimmigrants Act (NO BAN Act)

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress.

Introduced By: Rep. Judy Chu (D-CA) and Sen. Chris Coons (D-DE)

Bill History: Introduced in the House and Senate in August 2024 and referred to the Committee on Judiciary 

118th Congress Bill Designation: S.4961 H.R.9244

Bill Summary: The NO BAN Act aims to ensure a more balanced and transparent approach to immigration 
policy by limiting the president’s ability to unilaterally suspend or restrict the entry of certain groups of people. 
It strengthens the system of checks and balances by ensuring that immigration decisions are not solely made by 
the Executive Branch but are subject to oversight and input from Congress. This bill promotes accountability, 
requiring clear guidelines and regular review to prevent overreach and protect against decisions that could 
unfairly target specific communities or violate democratic principles.

The NO BAN Act is a direct response to the discriminatory Muslim and African travel ban implemented during 
the Trump administration, which targeted individuals based on national origin and religion. By setting higher 
standards for future travel bans, this legislation helps prevent the unjust targeting of communities and ensures 
that any future travel restrictions are based on clear, justifiable criteria. It serves as a safeguard against discrim-
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ination and protects the rights of all people regardless of their national origin, race, or religion. CAIR and CAIR 
Action strongly support this bill, as it upholds the values of equality and fairness in U.S. immigration policy.

10.  Protecting Immigrants From Legal Exploitation Act of 2023

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress.

Introduced By: Representative Bill Foster (D-IL)

Bill History: Introduced in the House on August 2023 and referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.R.5797 

Bill Summary: This legislation establishes penalties for individuals who exploit immigrants by providing unau-
thorized legal services. It also allows victims of such fraud to have their immigration cases reconsidered under 
certain conditions.

Additionally, the bill proposes grant programs to educate immigrants about avoiding fraudulent legal services 
and supports nonprofit organizations in offering legitimate legal assistance. This measure is intended to mitigate 
the exploitation of immigrants, which often leads to severe consequences such as deportation for those 
attempting to navigate the immigration system legally.

11.   Renewing Immigration Provisions of the Immigration Act of 1929

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress

Introduced By: Rep. Zoe Lofgren [D-CA]

Bill History: Introduced in the House on March 2023 and referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary 

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.R.1511

Bill Summary: This bill broadens the scope of a program allowing the Department of Homeland Security to 
grant lawful permanent resident status to certain long-term residents of the United States, including individuals 
present in the country without legal authorization.

Also known as the “Registry Bill,” this legislation proposes a practical solution for those already in the U.S. 
without immigration status and those with only temporary protections like TPS and DACA. The program is 
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currently limited to eligible non-U.S. nationals who entered the United States before January 1, 1972. The 
proposed legislation eliminates this entry cutoff date, extending eligibility to individuals who have resided in 
the United States for at least seven years.

12.   Combating International Islamophobia Act

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress

Introduced By: Sen. Booker, Cory A. [D-NJ] and Rep. Ilhan Omar (D-MN)

Bill History: Introduced in the House and Senate in June 2024 and referred to the Committee on  
Foreign Affairs

118th Congress Bill Designation: S. 1916 H.R. 3985

Bill Summary: Establishes a special envoy office at the U.S. State Department to monitor and combat interna-
tional Islamophobia. The act would compel the State Department to develop a more comprehensive approach 
to fighting the global increase of Islamophobia, increasing its capacity to monitor and confront state and 
non-state actors. 

The two primary aims of the Combating International Islamophobia Act are:   
o      Establishing an Office to Monitor and Combat Islamophobia at the State Department headed by a 
Special Envoy for Monitoring and Combating Islamophobia. 
o      Amending the Foreign Assistance Act and International Religious Freedom Act to require annual 
reporting on Islamophobia in each foreign country and the steps taken by that country to combat it 
through educational programming and public awareness initiatives.   

The United States currently monitors and combats religious persecution internationally. The Combating 
International Islamophobia Act would extend this mission to Islamophobia. The act would also provide valuable 
information for understanding Islamophobia as a global phenomenon and give the U.S. a new tool to combat it.   

While global Islamophobia, anti-Muslim state policies, and hate incidents have increased, for the past two 
decades, the American Muslim community has consistently called for the creation of a special envoy position 
to monitor and combat this rising tide of hate – the Combating International Islamophobia Act would make this 
special envoy position a reality.

13.   Study Abroad Act

CAIR Position- Oppose 

Introduced By: Rep. Ogles, Andrew [R-TN-5]

Bill History: Introduced in May 2024 and Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.R.8322

Bill Summary: This bill requires the Secretary of State to revoke the F, J, or M visa of any foreign national 
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arrested for rioting, unlawful protest, or for establishing, participating in, or promoting encampments on a 
college campus on or after October 7, 2023. 

By mandating visa revocation for individuals arrested under these conditions, the legislation imposes severe 
consequences for non-citizens, including immediate loss of legal status and potential deportation, regardless of 
whether the charges are later dismissed or the individual is acquitted. The bill offers no recourse for reinstating 
visas or consideration of the legal outcomes of the arrests.

This bill is a direct attack on international students, particularly those advocating for Palestinian human rights. 
By revoking visas based on arrests for protesting or participating in campus encampments, it targets and 
silences students speaking out against the genocide in Gaza. This legislation exploits the vulnerability of foreign 
students, using their immigration status as leverage to suppress dissent. It aims to deter pro-Palestine advocacy 
by creating severe consequences for those who protest, undermining free speech and academic freedom while 
shielding oppressive policies from criticism.

14.   Uyghur Human Rights Protection Act

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress.

Introduced By: Rep. Wexton, Jennifer [D-VA-10]

Bill History: Introduced in the House on June 2023 and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, in addition 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.R.3934

Bill Summary: This bill designates certain residents of the Xinjiang region in China as prioritized refugees of 
special humanitarian concern and addresses other related issues. 

This priority designation shall apply to individuals (and the spouses, children, and parents of such  
individuals) who:

o      reside in or fled Xinjiang and suffered persecution on account of their peaceful political, religious, or 
cultural activities or associations, or have a well-founded fear of such persecution; or 
o      have been formally charged, detained, or convicted for certain peaceful actions related to Xinjiang. 

Such an individual may not be denied admission into the United States based primarily on an arrest or 
other adverse government action due to that individual’s participation in protests. The bill prohibits denying 
U.S. admission based on politically motivated arrests and waives specific immigration requirements. It also 
considers revocation of Chinese residency or citizenship tied to U.S. immigration applications as persecution or 
changed circumstances, allowing affected individuals to reapply for asylum.
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15.   Uyghur Human Rights Sanctions Review Act

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress

Introduced by: Rep August Pfluger (R-TX-11), Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL)

Bill History: This bill was introduced in the House and Senate in March 2023 and then referred to the Commit-
tee on Foreign Affairs, the Committee on the Judiciary, Financial Services, and Ways and Means.

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.R.1324, S.585

Bill Summary: This bill addresses the human rights abuses committed against the Uyghur population in China, 
specifically targeting individuals and entities responsible for such violations. If passed, it would require a review 
of sanctions on those implicated in the systemic repression of Uyghurs and other Muslim ethnic minorities in 
China’s Xinjiang region. 

This bill directs the U.S. Treasury to review and determine whether specific Chinese companies meet the 
criteria for sanctions under the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Accountability Act or other related laws. The 
bill explicitly targets companies that are implicated in human rights abuses related to the Uyghur population in 
Xinjiang, including forced labor and mass surveillance. If passed, the provisions of this bill will include a 60-day 
deadline for the Treasury Secretary to decide on sanctions for named companies.

16.      UNRWA Funding Emergency Restoration Act of 2024

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress

Introduced by: Rep. André Carson (D-IN-7)

Bill History: This bill was introduced in the House in September 2024 and referred to the House Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.R.9649

Bill Summary: This bill calls for funding restoration and addresses the dire humanitarian crisis in Gaza, where 
two million Palestinians face severe deprivation amid escalating violence. According to the Integrated Food 
Security Phase Classification (IPC), famine is imminent in northern Gaza, with over 70% of the population 
dependent on humanitarian aid, and the situation in southern Gaza threatens to follow suit. UNRWA has been 
central to providing essential services, including food, healthcare, and education, to millions of Palestinian 
refugees across Gaza, the West Bank, Syria, Lebanon, and Jordan since 1949.

The bill emphasizes UNRWA’s role in preventing famine and delivering aid, citing international endorsements 
for the agency’s accountability reforms, including an independent review led by former French Foreign Minister 
Catherine Colonna. It calls for the restoration of U.S. funding, aligning with actions already taken by countries 
such as the UK, Germany, and Canada. The act urges Congress to support fiscal appropriations for UNRWA, 
recognizing its critical contribution to mitigating Gaza’s humanitarian disaster and maintaining stability in  
the region.
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17.    A resolution expressing support for the recognition of January as “Muslim-American Heritage Month” 
and celebrating the heritage and culture of Muslim Americans in the United States.

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress

Introduced By: Rep. Andre Carson (D-IN-07) and Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ)

Bill History: Introduced in the House and Senate on January 2024 and referred to the House Committee on 
Oversight and Accountability and Senate Committee on the Judiciary

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.Res.989 S.Res.534

Bill Summary: Muslims have been in the Americas since before the founding of our nation and have contribut-
ed to our nation’s rise at every stage of its development. CAIR believes that it is time our nation recognizes and 
celebrates the heritage and culture of American Muslims in the United States. 

This resolution expresses support for the recognition of January as “Muslim-American Heritage Month” and 
celebrates the heritage and culture of Muslim Americans in the United States. It acknowledges the significant 
role that Muslim Americans have played and continue to play in shaping the cultural, economic, political, and 
scientific landscape of the United States. The initiative highlights the achievements and contributions of Muslim 
Americans across various fields, including education, science, technology, literature, arts, sports, business, and 
public service.

18.   A resolution recognizing religious freedom as a fundamental right, expressing support for international 
religious freedom as a cornerstone of United States foreign policy, and expressing concern over increased 
threats to and attacks on religious freedom around the world.

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress

Introduced By: Sen. Coons, Christopher A. [D-DE]

Bill History: Introduced in the House on February 2024 and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

118th Congress Bill Designation: S.Res.569

Bill Summary: The resolution emphasizes the fundamental nature of religious freedom as a cornerstone of de-
mocracy, good governance, and global peace. It recognizes the role of religious freedom in fostering pluralism 
and stability while condemning threats such as harassment, violence, and imprisonment faced by individuals 
worldwide. Specific concerns include the criminalization of public or private religious expression, conversions, 
and advocacy for religious freedom, as well as restrictions on building and maintaining religious sites.

The resolution calls for U.S. diplomatic engagement to protect religious freedom, supporting activists and civil 
society leaders in countries of concern. Leveraging tools like the International Religious Freedom Act and 
the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Act to hold violators accountable and recommends the U.S. government 
considers human rights and religious freedom abuses in navigating and enforcing trade partnerships. Further-

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM AND RECOGNITION
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more, it prioritizes promoting religious freedom in U.S. foreign policy to address global challenges and reinforce 
commitment to human rights.

19.   Original Resolution Recognizing Islam as One of the Great Religions of the World

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress

Introduced By: Rep. Al Green (D-TX)

Bill History: Introduced in the House in July 2023 and referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs.

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.Res.1559

Bill Summary: The resolution formally recognizes Islam as one of the great religions of the world, highlighting 
its rich history, beliefs, and practices. It emphasizes the significance of Islam’s core principles, including the  
Five Pillars of Faith, its monotheistic nature, and its teachings on peace, equality, and social justice. The  
resolution also acknowledges the contributions of over 2 billion Muslims globally, including the estimated  
4.5 million Muslims in the U.S., many of whom have positively impacted the nation in areas like economy, 
science, and civic engagement.

Furthermore, the resolution honors Islam’s profound impact on shaping moral values and fostering tolerance 
and inclusivity. It underscores the religion’s commitment to justice and equity, rejecting oppression and pro-
moting compassion. In a show of solidarity, the House of Representatives expresses its support for the Muslim 
community, both domestically and worldwide, recognizing Islam’s role in fostering peace and unity across 
diverse cultures.

20.     Recognizing the commencement of Ramadan, the Muslim holy month of fasting and spiritual renewal, 
and commending Muslims in the United States and throughout the world for their faith.

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress

Introduced By: Rep. Andre Carson (D-IN)

Bill History: Introduced in the House on March 2023 and referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.Res.246  

Bill Summary: This resolution acknowledges the onset of Ramadan, the Islamic holy month of fasting and spir-
itual renewal for Muslims, and expresses its deepest respect to Muslims in the United States and throughout 
the world on this significant occasion. The resolution also recognizes the contributions of American Muslims to 
charitable organizations that assist people from all faiths in the United States and around the world.
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21.   Recognizing the religious significance of Eid al-Adha and wishing Muslim Americans and Muslims around 
the world a prosperous holiday.

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress

Introduced By: Rep. Andre Carson (D-IN)

Bill History: Introduced in the House on June 2023 and referred to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs.

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.Res.556

Bill Summary: The resolution recognizes the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, emphasizing its significance as a 
period of fasting and spiritual renewal for Muslims worldwide. It extends best wishes to Muslims in the United 
States and globally for a joyous observance of Eid al-Fitr, marking the end of Ramadan. 

The resolution highlights the practices of fasting, worship, charity, and reflection on the Holy Quran during 
Eid al-Fitr. Additionally, it celebrates the diverse contributions of American Muslims to society and expresses 
solidarity with the Muslim community, recognizing their cultural and religious heritage. The resolution aims 
to promote understanding and respect for the Islamic faith while honoring the traditions and observances of 
Ramadan and Eid al-Fitr.

22.   Muhammad Ali Congressional Gold Medal Act 

CAIR Position: Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress 

Introduced By: Rep. André Carson (D-IN) and Sen. Alex Padilla (D-CA) 

Bill History: Introduced in February 2024 and referred to the Committee on Banking, Housing,  
and Urban Affairs 

118th Congress Bill Designation: S.Res.3842 

Bill Summary: The Muhammad Ali Congressional Gold Medal Act seeks to posthumously award the Con-
gressional Gold Medal, the highest civilian honor in the United States, to Muhammad Ali in recognition of his 
extraordinary contributions to the nation and the world. Known as “The Greatest,” Ali transcended the boxing 
ring to become a global symbol of perseverance, humanitarianism, and justice. His achievements include 
winning a gold medal at the 1960 Summer Olympics, becoming the first boxer to win the heavyweight title three 
times, and lighting the Olympic torch at the 1996 Summer Olympics. Outside the ring, Ali’s activism and con-
scientious objection to the Vietnam War cemented his status as a civil rights trailblazer, earning him accolades 
such as the Presidential Medal of Freedom and the Dr. Martin Luther King Memorial Award. 

CAIR strongly supports this legislation, recognizing Muhammad Ali as an enduring inspiration to Muslims and 
Americans of all backgrounds. His humanitarian efforts include founding the Muhammad Ali Parkinson Center, 
raising over $50 million for Parkinson’s research, and providing aid to millions worldwide. Ali’s work as a U.N. 
Messenger of Peace and his contributions to racial harmony and global diplomacy reflect his unwavering 
commitment to justice and equality. By awarding this prestigious honor, Congress can solidify Ali’s legacy as a 
champion of human rights, a symbol of resilience, and an icon of service who inspired generations.
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23.     George Floyd Justice in Policing Act

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress

Introduced By: Sen. Booker, Cory A. [D-NJ] Rep. Jackson Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18]

Bill History: Introduced in the House in May 2024 and introduced in the Senate in August 2024 and referred to 
the Committee on Judiciary 

117th Congress Bill Designation: H.R.1280

Bill Summary: the bill aims to address a wide range of policies and issues regarding policing practices and 
law enforcement accountability. It increases accountability for law enforcement misconduct, restricts the 
use of certain policing practices, enhances transparency and data collection, and establishes best practices 
and training requirements.   The bill enhances existing enforcement mechanisms to remedy violations by law 
enforcement and establishes a framework to prevent and remedy racial profiling by law enforcement at the 
federal, state, and local levels.  

The bill also limits the unnecessary use of force and creates a national registry to compile data on complaints 
and records of police misconduct. It establishes new reporting requirements and recommends that the 
Department of Justice creates uniform accreditation standards for law enforcement agencies and requires 
law enforcement officers to complete training on racial profiling, implicit bias, and the duty to intervene when 
another officer uses excessive force.

24.     End Racial and Religious Profiling Act (ERRPA)

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress

Introduced By: Sen. Benjamin L. Cardin (D-MD)

Bill History: Introduced in the Senate on March 2023 and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary

117th Congress Bill Designation: S.1084

Bill Summary: The act prohibits racial and religious profiling by a federal, state, local, or tribal law enforcement 
agency or agent. The acts empower the DOJ, or an individual injured by racial profiling, to bring a civil action to 
enforce the prohibition.   

The Act would require federal law enforcement agencies to maintain policies and procedures to eliminate 
racial profiling, including training on racial profiling issues, the collection of data, and procedures for handling 
complaints.   Among its many statutory requirements, state or local governments that receive certain federal 
funds must maintain policies and procedures to eliminate racial profiling, including training on racial profiling 
issues, the collection of data, and participation in an administrative complaint procedure or independent  
audit program. The DOJ must withhold or reduce grant funds from a state or unit of local government that  
fails to comply.

RACIAL AND RELIGIOUS JUSTICE
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25.     Recognizing that the United States has a moral and legal obligation to provide reparations for the 
enslavement of Africans and its lasting harm on the lives of millions of Black people in the United States.

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress

Introduced By: Rep. Bush, Cori [D-MO-1]

Bill History: Introduced in the House on  May 2023 and Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.Res.414

Bill Summary: The resolution acknowledges the U.S. government’s moral and legal obligation to provide rep-
arations to address the lasting harm caused by the enslavement of Africans. It calls for reparations in various 
forms, including financial compensation, to rectify systemic discrimination impacting housing, education, 
healthcare, and more. The resolution also supports the passage of H.R. 40, introduced in the 117th Congress 
by the late Texas Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee, which proposes a commission to study and develop 
reparation proposals and encourages the reintroduction of legislation establishing a Truth, Racial Healing, and 
Transformation Commission.

Additionally, the resolution calls for a formal acknowledgment and apology for the institution of slavery and 
state-sanctioned violence against Black individuals. It highlights the importance of grassroots organizations in 
advancing the reparations movement and urges the creation of local, state, and federal initiatives to address 
the ongoing impacts of slavery. Finally, it honors the lives of those affected by chattel slavery and its enduring 
consequences on Black communities.

26.      Access to Counsel Act

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress

Introduced by: Rep. Jayapal, Pramila [D-WA-7] and Sen. Alex Padilla [D-CA]

Bill History: Introduced in the House and Senate in January 2023 and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.R.666 and S.342

Bill Summary: This bill provides protections for individuals undergoing secondary or deferred CBP inspections 
upon entry to the United States at the border. Covered individuals include U.S. nationals, lawful permanent 
residents, visa holders, returning asylees, and refugees. The Department of Homeland Security must ensure 
they have access to counsel and related parties during inspections, allowing them to advocate on the individ-
ual’s behalf. Lawful permanent residents cannot abandon their status until they have had a chance to seek 
advice from counsel unless they voluntarily waive this right in writing.
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27.     Voting Rights Amendment Act of 2022

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress

Introduced by: Rep. Turner, Michael R. [R-OH-10]

Bill History: Introduced in May 2022 and referred to the Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights, and 
Civil Liberties. 

117th Congress Bill Designation: H.R.7905

Bill Summary: This act would create new criteria for determining whether a state and political subdivisions 
require preclearance before altering voting practices in that area.   Preclearance is the process of receiving 
preapproval from the DOJ or the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia before making legal changes 
that may affect voting rights.  

This bill also specifies practices which jurisdictions meeting certain thresholds regarding racial minority groups, 
language minority groups, and minority groups on Indian land, must preclear before implementing. These 
practices include changing jurisdiction boundaries, methods of elections, and voting locations.   CAIR notes 
that this bill will prevent states from targeting minority groups and suppressing their vote.
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28.   Anti-BDS Labeling Act 

CAIR Position- Oppose 

Introduced by: Rep. Claudia Tenney (R-NY-24)

Bill History: This bill was first introduced in the House on August 2023, passing in the House on  
September 2024 by the Yeas and Nays: 231-189. It has been received in the Senate and referred to the  
Committee on Finance. 

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.R.5179

Bill Summary: This bill seeks to enforce deceptive labeling practices by requiring products made in illegally 
occupied areas of the West Bank to be labeled as “made in Israel.” Such labeling not only ignores international 
law but also undermines Palestinian rights and misleads American consumers. 

The bill also prohibits the use of federal funds to alter, revoke, or enforce changes to this labeling policy. This 
includes restrictions on creating or implementing any regulations, executive orders, or guidance that would 
modify the policy.

29.     Fourth Amendment is Not for Sale Act

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress

Introduced By: Rep. Warren Davidson [R-OH-8]

Bill History: Introduced in the House on July 2023; Passed the House by the Yeas and Nays: 219 – 199 on April 
2024 and received in the Senate

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.R.4639

Bill Summary: This bill expands the protections under the Stored Communications Act by extending  
prohibitions on the disclosure of stored electronic communications to include intermediary service providers, 
such as data brokers. These companies deliver, store, or process communications for remote computing  
service (RCS) and electronic communication service (ECS) providers. The bill aims to further restrict the 
disclosure of customer and subscriber information by limiting law enforcement and intelligence agencies’ 
access to these records.

Specifically, the bill prohibits law enforcement and intelligence agencies from purchasing records from third 
parties or receiving them in exchange for anything of value. It also bars the sharing of such information 
between government agencies and prohibits its use in legal proceedings. Additionally, the bill mandates  
that the government must obtain a court order before acquiring certain customer records or illegitimately 
obtained data. By limiting unauthorized data collection, the bill helps protect individuals’ privacy and freedom 
of expression.

ECONOMIC AND TAXATION ISSUES
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30.      No Student Loan Interest Act

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and amendment of the act to remove all interest payments 

Introduced By: Rep. Courtney, Joe [D-CT-2] and Sen. Welch, Peter [D-VT] 

Bill History: Introduced in the House and Senate in July 2023 and referred to the Committee on Education

117th Congress Bill Designation: H.R.4725

Bill Summary: This bill aims to reduce the financial burden of student loans by eliminating interest on Federal 
Direct Loans starting July 1, 2024. The Department of Education (ED) will also offer borrowers the option to 
refinance eligible non-direct loans, such as Federal Family Education Loans and Perkins Loans, without accruing 
interest or paying origination fees. Additionally, the bill introduces a tiered interest rate for new loans, capping 
it at 4% based on the borrower’s income.

To support these changes, the bill creates the Education Affordability Trust Fund, which will collect loan 
payments and generate profits for administrative costs. Any excess funds from the trust will be used for a 
Supplemental Pell Grant Program, further improving educational affordability. This bill aims to provide long-
term relief to borrowers by reducing interest costs and improving access to higher education through financial 
support programs.

31.     Nonprofit Killer Bill: I.E., a bill to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to terminate the  
tax-exempt status of terrorist-supporting organizations  

CAIR Position- Oppose

Introduced By: Rep. David Kustoff (R-TN-8) and Cornyn, John [Sen.-R-TX]

Bill History: Introduced in the House on November 2023 and passed by the Yeas and Nays: (2/3 required): 
382 – 11 and received in the Senate. It was also introduced separately in the Senate in April 2024. It could 
potentially be added to larger must-pass bills like the NDAA. 

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.R. 6408 and S.4136

Bill Summary: This proposed legislation would grant excessive discretionary authority to the Secretary of the 
Treasury to revoke the tax-exempt status of nonprofit organizations, including religious and advocacy groups. 
The Secretary could take this action using classified evidence, without formal charges or a fair process for 
organizations to defend themselves. It also only provides accused nonprofits 90 days to adopt changes or to 
challenge the designation.

The lack of transparency and due process mirrors troubling patterns seen in federal watchlists, raising serious 
concerns about the erosion of civil liberties and the rule of law in the name of national security.

CAIR and CAIR Action note that this bill was designed and introduced to silence and financially undermine 
organizations that oppose Israel’s actions in Palestine, the ongoing slaughter of Lebanese civilians, the further 
occupation of Syrian territory, and the broader erosion of human rights in the region.
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32.      Stop Terror-Financing and Tax Penalties on American Hostages Act

CAIR Position- Oppose 

Introduced by: Rep. Claudia Tenney (R-NY-24)

Bill History: This bill initially failed in the House when it was brought to the floor for a simple 2/3rd majority 
vote in November 2024, by the Yeas and Nays: 256-145. The act was then brought back to the House floor for 
full consideration and adopted after one hour of general debate, and one motion to recommit on each bill. The 
bill passed by the Yeas and Nays: 219-184. As of December 2024, this bill was received in the Senate. 

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.R. 9495

Bill Summary: While this act includes common sense provisions to extend tax deadlines for U.S. citizens who 
are wrongfully detained or held hostage to offer financial relief to impacted individuals and their families, it also 
includes the text of H.R. 6408, which grants the U.S. Secretary of the Treasury expanded authority to designate 
non-profit organizations as “terrorist-supporting organizations” and evoke their tax-exempt status if they are 
believed to support terrorism.

33.     Stop Tax Penalties on American Hostages Act of 2024

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress

Introduced By: Sen. Coons, Christopher A. [D-DE] and Rep. Titus, Dina [D-NV-1]

Bill History: Introduced in the House and Senate on March 2024 and referred to the Committee on Finance

118th Congress Bill Designation: S.4057

Bill Summary: This bill amends the Internal Revenue Code to provide tax relief for U.S. nationals who are 
unlawfully detained or held hostage abroad. It postpones tax filing deadlines for affected individuals and 
mandates reimbursement of any late fees they incur while detained. These measures aim to ease financial 
burdens during such crises.

Similar to the “Stop Terror-Financing and Tax Penalties on American Hostages Act,” the bill excludes provisions 
related to revoking nonprofits’ tax-exempt status. It focuses solely on addressing the tax-related impacts of 
wrongful detention or hostage situations. CAIR and CAIR Action strongly support this legislation. 
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34.      Ceasefire Resolution: Calling for maintaining a permanent cease-fire in Israel and occupied Palestine.  

CAIR Position- Support maintaining a permanent ceasefire and rebuilding Palestine

Introduced by: Rep. Cori Bush (D-MO-1)

Bill History: This bill was introduced in the House on October 2023 and referred to the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

118th Congress Bill Designation: H.Res.786

Bill Summary: The original resolution calls for an immediate de-escalation and cease-fire in Israel’s war on 
Gaza. It also urges the U.S. President to facilitate de-escalation and a cease-fire and to send humanitarian 
assistance to Gaza. The resolution highlights the killing of civilians as a violation of international law and empha-
sizes the need to save lives. As of December 2024, the Gaza Health Ministry reports that at least over 45,000 
Palestinians and injured nearly 103,000 more—mostly women, children, and the elderly. CAIR and CAIR Action 
call on members of Congress to pass a resolution to maintain a permanent ceasefire in Palestine and establish 
a rebuilding plan.

NOTE: On January 15, 2025, Israel reached a ceasefire agreement aimed at ending 15 months of violence 
in Gaza. The deal includes a phased plan over three stages. The ceasefire commenced on January 19, 2025, 
following a brief delay due to procedural issues. Subsequent phases involve further prisoner exchanges,  
releasing additional Israeli hostages, including soldiers, in return for more Palestinian detainees. The  
agreement also outlines Israel’s gradual withdrawal from Gaza.

35.     A joint resolution providing for congressional disapproval of the proposed foreign military sale to the 
Government of Israel of certain defense articles and services.

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress

Introduced by: Sen. Bernard Sanders (I-VT)

Bill History: This bill was introduced on September 25, 2024; on November 20, 2024, the motion to discharge 
the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations was rejected by a Yea-Nay Vote. 19-78.

118th Congress Bill Designation: S.J.Res.113

Bill Summary: This measure sought to block a $20 billion arms sale to Israel amidst its ongoing actions in  
Gaza, the West Bank, and Lebanon. The proposed arms sales violate the Foreign Assistance Act and the  
Arms Export Control Act (AECA), which prohibit U.S. assistance to countries committing severe human rights 
abuses. Additionally, Israel’s blockade of humanitarian aid to Gaza and its indiscriminate attacks on civilians 
violate Section 620I of the Foreign Assistance Act, which forbids U.S. aid to any nation obstructing U.S.  
humanitarian efforts.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND 
FOREIGN POLICY
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CAIR and CAIR Action encourage the introduction of similar resolutions, along with a full ban on the supply of 
U.S.-manufactured arms and munitions to Israel that are being used in Israeli military acts of genocide and war 
crimes in Palestine, Lebanon, and Syria.

36.     A resolution requesting information on Israel’s human rights practices pursuant to section 502B(c) of 
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961

CAIR Position- Support re-introduction and adoption of the act in the 119th Congress

Introduced by: Sen. Bernard Sanders (I-VT)

Bill History: This bill was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations in December 2023. In January 2024, 
the motion to table the motion to discharge S.Res.504 was agreed to in the Senate by Yea-Nay Vote: 72-11.

118th Congress Bill Designation: S.Res.504

Bill Summary: This bill, if enacted, will allow Congress to demand an investigation and report on the human 
rights practices of a country receiving U.S. military aid. Specifically, the resolution requests the U.S. State 
Department to assess whether Israel’s use of U.S.-supplied military aid in Gaza and the West Bank complies 
with international humanitarian law and human rights standards. If Congress passes this resolution, the State 
Department must submit its findings within 30 days. Failure to provide the report would result in the suspen-
sion of U.S. security assistance to the country until compliance is met. This bill is primarily concerned with 
addressing potential misuse of U.S. weapons, accountability, and transparency.

37.     Security or Supplemental Appropriations to Israel in 2025

CAIR position: Oppose any additional funding for weapons to support war crimes and genocide in Gaza 

Introduced by: Rep. Tom Cole (R-OK-4)

Bill History: Passed House and Senate; President signed as a part of a $ 95 billion foreign aid package

Bill Summary: In 2024, the United States provided over 22 billion in military assistance and other aid to Israel. 
CAIR firmly opposes any new security or supplemental appropriations to Israel in 2025 while it continues 
carrying out genocide in Gaza, enforcing apartheid policies and land seizure in the West Bank, and engaging in 
territorial breaches in Lebanon and Syria that have resulted in the deaths of civilians. By withholding military 
and financial aid, Congress can take concrete steps toward ending impunity for these grave violations of 
international law and human rights. CAIR calls on lawmakers to reject further taxpayer-funded arms shipments 
and instead allocate U.S. resources to initiatives that uphold justice, safeguard innocent lives, and foster a 
genuine and lasting peace in the region. 
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Congressional U.S. House and Senate committees host public and private hearings to explore issues of public 
policy or interest and generate support for new legislative initiatives and policies under their authority. CAIR 
endorses the following hearing topics to be explored by congressional committees:

1.     Oversight of Federal Law Enforcement Targeting Muslim Communities

Committees with Jurisdiction: U.S. House Judiciary Committee, U.S. Senate Committee on Judiciary,  
Committee on Homeland Security, Senate Committee on Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs

Objective: Investigate and address the FBI and CBP’s systematic practices that disproportionately  
target American Muslims, raising serious concerns about violations of constitutional rights and the erosion  
of public trust.

In 2022, CAIR-LA, along with the ACLU and UCLA’s Center for Immigration Law Policy, celebrated a partial 
victory in the FBI v. Fazaga case after the Supreme Court ruled that Muslim plaintiffs could continue pursuing 
religious discrimination claims. The case stems from allegations that the FBI engaged in unlawful surveillance 
of Muslim Americans, including the plaintiffs—Sheikh Fazaga, Ali Malik, and Yasser AbdelRahim—by infiltrating 
their mosques and monitoring their activities based solely on their religious beliefs. The FBI’s actions included 
using informants to gather intelligence and conducting covert operations, which the plaintiffs argue violated 
their constitutional rights to religious freedom and privacy. The Court’s unanimous decision prevents the 
federal government from dismissing these claims, though it sent the case back for further proceedings in the 
Ninth Circuit.

For years, CAIR has condemned the FBI’s practice of unlawful surveillance and discriminatory watchlisting 
of American Muslim citizens and residents. The FBI’s reliance on paid informants further exacerbates these 
concerns. Over a decade ago, it was estimated that approximately 15,000 informants were operating within the 
United States, a number believed to have grown since then. These informants often infiltrate constitutionally 
protected spaces such as mosques and community organizations, sometimes under coercion. The FBI has 
used threats of being placed on watchlists or other forms of harassment to pressure individuals into becoming 
informants, creating a climate of fear and mistrust within Muslim communities.

At U.S. borders, CBP profiling practices compound the issue. American Muslims have reported being subjected 
to religious questioning, invasive searches, and the confiscation of their electronic devices without justification. 
These actions target community leaders, advocates, and travelers, undermining their ability to organize, express 
themselves freely, and serve their communities. This pattern of behavior erodes public trust in law enforce-
ment and violates constitutional norms, particularly protections against unreasonable searches and seizures 
and religious discrimination.

In August 2024, CAIR and its Greater Los Angeles Area office (CAIR-LA) announced a lawsuit against the 
federal government for targeting Palestinian-Americans through the use of a discriminatory watchlist. The 
lawsuit highlights two key cases: Dr. Osama Abu Irshaid, who was detained, questioned, and had his phone 
seized at the border due to his advocacy against Israel’s actions in Gaza; and Mustafa Zeidan, who was barred 
from flying to Jordan to visit his ailing mother after being placed on the No Fly List. Both individuals are U.S. 

CONGRESSIONAL HEARING OVERVIEW
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citizens with no criminal records, but they were targeted for their lawful advocacy against Israel’s actions and 
the U.S.’s complicity in them. The lawsuit asserts that these actions are unconstitutional and represent federal 
retaliation against lawful activism.

Policy Proposals for Congress to Consider During This Hearing:

•	 Strengthen Oversight of Federal Law Enforcement:

•	 Comprehensive Audits: Conduct regular and thorough audits of FBI and CBP practices to identify 
and eliminate discriminatory targeting of Muslim communities.

•	 Increase Transparency: Require detailed reporting on surveillance and profiling practices, including 
the use of informants and criteria for watchlisting.

•	 Protect Civil Liberties and Prevent Discrimination:

•	 Enforce Anti-Discrimination Laws: Ensure strict enforcement of laws protecting against religious 
discrimination and unreasonable searches and seizures.

•	 Limit Use of Informants: End the FBI’s use of paid informants in Muslim communities to prevent 
coercion and abuse.

•	 Enhance Accountability and Redress Mechanisms:

•	 Independent Oversight Bodies: Create independent staff working group to oversee and review 
federal law enforcement actions targeting Muslim communities.

•	 Provide Legal Recourse: Ensure that individuals targeted by unlawful practices have access to 
effective legal remedies and support from civil rights organizations.

•	 Foster Community Trust and Cooperation:

•	 Engage with Muslim Communities: Promote dialogue and collaboration between law enforcement 
and Muslim communities to rebuild trust and ensure respectful and lawful practices.

•	 Training and Education: Implement mandatory training for FBI and CBP personnel on cultural 
competency, anti-discrimination, and respecting constitutional rights

Reforming oversight of federal law enforcement is essential to protect civil liberties, prevent discrimination, 
and maintain public trust. A congressional hearing will provide the necessary platform to address these critical 
issues, promote accountability, and implement meaningful policy changes that uphold constitutional protec-
tions and strengthen community relations.

2.    Reform of the Federal Terrorism Watchlist

Committees with Jurisdiction: U.S. House Judiciary Committee, U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland  
Security & Governmental Affairs

Objective: Investigate and address discriminatory and illegal use of the Terrorist Screening Database (TSDB), 
commonly known as the “terrorism watchlist.” The TSDB includes over one million individuals, many of whom 
have never been charged or convicted of terrorism-related offenses. 

CAIR’s analysis of a leaked 2019 watchlist revealed that approximately 98% of the names on the list are Muslim. 
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Among the more than 350,000 entries analyzed, many include transliterations of names like “Mohamed,” “Ali,” 
or “Mahmoud,” and the top 50 most frequently occurring names are all Muslim. This arbitrary and secretive 
system relies on vague suspicions instead of concrete evidence, disproportionately targeting individuals based 
on their religious affiliation, political beliefs, or ethnic background. The list disproportionately targets Muslims, 
resulting in invasive screenings, travel restrictions, and other extrajudicial consequences. Additionally, the lack 
of transparency and due process leaves affected individuals with little to no means to challenge their inclusion. 
Such practices undermine trust, violate constitutional protections, and contradict the American tradition of 
limited government.

In 2024, CAIR celebrated a historic 9-0 U.S. Supreme Court ruling that allowed its lawsuit challenging the 
federal No Fly List to proceed on behalf of Yonas Fikre. Fikre, an American Muslim, was tortured and detained 
in the UAE after refusing to become an FBI informant. The government attempted to dismiss the case by 
removing Fikre from the No Fly List, claiming the case was moot. However, the Supreme Court unanimously 
rejected this argument, permitting the case to continue. CAIR hailed the decision as a major victory for Ameri-
can Muslims, condemning the FBI’s practice of placing innocent Muslims on the No Fly List and using removals 
to evade judicial scrutiny.

A congressional hearing is essential to address the pervasive issues surrounding the TSDB. Lawmakers must 
scrutinize the criteria for inclusion, the absence of due process, and the broader impact on civil liberties. 
Reforming the system would prevent further misuse and ensure that national security measures align with 
constitutional protections and principles of justice.

Policy Proposals for Congress to Consider During This Hearing:

1.     Fundamental Watchlist Reform:
•	 Eliminate Unconstitutional and Discriminatory Watchlists: Commit to working with the Trump 

administration to abolish overbroad and discriminatory watchlists similar to past programs 
that were deemed unconstitutional. If complete elimination is not feasible under the current 
administration or Congress, at minimum, revise the TSDB inclusion standards to restrict entries 
to individuals who have been arrested, charged, or convicted of terrorism-related offenses. Vague 
“reasonable suspicion” should no longer suffice as a basis for inclusion.

•	 Ensure Transparent and Fair Review Processes: Provide clear notice to individuals when they 
are added to the watchlist and establish a fair, independent review process that allows them to 
challenge their inclusion. Affected individuals must understand the reasons for their listing and 
have a viable path to clear their names.

•	 Restrict Dissemination of Watchlists: End the practice of sharing watchlists with foreign govern-
ments, private entities, and local law enforcement. Such dissemination causes widespread harm, 
facilitates discrimination, and violates constitutional protections.
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2.    No-Fly List Transparency and Accountability:
•	 Create Meaningful Redress Mechanisms: Develop effective avenues for individuals to contest 

their no-fly status beyond the current inadequate Department of Homeland Security Traveler 
Redress Inquiry Program (DHS TRIP). This ensures that individuals have the ability to effectively 
challenge wrongful listings.

•	 Prohibit Coercive Use of Watchlists: Ban the use of watchlists as leverage to coerce individuals 
into becoming informants. Law enforcement cooperation must be entirely voluntary and free 
from any form of threat or intimidation.

Reforming the TSDB is crucial to safeguarding civil liberties while maintaining national security. A congressional 
hearing will provide the necessary platform to address these critical issues, ensuring that the watchlist oper-
ates transparently, fairly, and in alignment with American constitutional values.

3.    Israel’s Genocide and Violations of U.S. and International Law

Committees with Jurisdiction: U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee, U.S. House Foreign Affairs  
Committee, U.S. Senate Committee on Armed Services, U.S. House Committee on Armed Services

Objective: Investigate and address Israel’s war crimes and violence in Gaza, which been classified as genocide 
by the United Nations Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the 
Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories, as well as by international human rights 
organizations like Amnesty International. 

As of this agenda’s publication, 45,000 Palestinians, including women and children, have been killed, over 
100,000 injured, and 1.5 million displaced due to military actions facilitated by U.S.-supplied weapons. Despite 
widespread international condemnation, these violations persist, highlighting the United States’ active complici-
ty in enabling war crimes through unconditional military aid and diplomatic support to Israel.

A congressional hearing is imperative to critically assess the legality and morality of continued U.S. military aid 
to Israel. Scrutinizing Israel’s use of U.S. funds and weapons in actions that violate international law will ensure 
that future aid complies with American laws, such as the Leahy Law, and aligns with international human rights 
standards. This hearing would provide a platform for lawmakers to address the ethical implications of U.S. 
foreign policy and advocate for accountability and adherence to legal frameworks that protect human rights.

Policy Proposals for Congress to Consider During This Hearing:

•	 Reinforce Compliance with the Leahy Law: Implement comprehensive vetting processes to 
ensure all U.S. military aid to Israel complies with the Leahy Law, preventing funds from reaching 
entities implicated in human rights abuses.

•	 Independent Oversight: Establish an independent congressional staff working group to investi-
gate and monitor the end-use of U.S. military aid, ensuring adherence to human rights standards 
and accountability for any misuse.
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•	 Condition Future Aid on Human Rights Compliance:  Make continued military and financial 
support contingent upon Israel’s adherence to international human rights laws and cessation of 
actions deemed as genocide, war crimes, and systemic human rights violations like occupation 
and apartheid. 

•	 Transparent Reporting: Mandate transparent reporting from aid recipients to provide evidence 
of compliance with human rights obligations, ensuring ongoing accountability. Also increase 
transparency by publicly disclosing the details of military aid packages, including the types of 
weapons and their intended uses.

•	 Accountability Mechanisms: Develop new mechanisms to hold both the U.S. government and 
Israeli military accountable for the misuse of supplied weapons in human rights violations.

•	 Support Diplomatic and Humanitarian Efforts: Utilize diplomatic channels to pressure Israel to 
comply with international law and protect Palestinian civilians.

•	 Humanitarian Aid: Redirect all military aid to Israel to instead support humanitarian efforts  
in Palestinian territories, aiding in the reconstruction of vital infrastructure and alleviating  
civilian suffering.

Reforming U.S. military aid policies toward Israel is critical to safeguarding human rights and ensuring that 
American foreign policy aligns with the nation’s foundational values of justice, equality, and respect for 
international law. A congressional hearing will provide the necessary forum to address these urgent issues, 
promote accountability, and implement meaningful policy changes that uphold international law and protect 
innocent lives. 

4.    Designating India as a Country of Particular Concern

Committees with Jurisdiction: U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee, U.S. Senate Foreign  
Relations Committee

Objective: Investigate and advocate for the U.S. government to designate India as a Country of Particular 
Concern (CPC). The U.S. government designates nations that engage in or tolerate severe violations of 
religious freedom as CPCs, subjecting these countries to potential diplomatic and economic sanctions. While 
countries like Saudi Arabia, Myanmar, and China have been designated as CPCs, India remains exempt despite 
its widespread and systematic abuses of religious freedom.

In India, policies such as the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), the abrogation of Article 370 in Jammu and 
Kashmir, and the rise of the Hindutva movement continue to disenfranchise and oppress Muslim, Christian, 
Sikh, and other minority communities. Additionally, there has been a significant increase in the destruction of 
churches, mosques, and other places of worship by Hindu nationalist groups. These actions violate internation-
al human rights standards, exacerbate religious tensions, and undermine the secular foundations of the Indian 
constitution.
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A congressional hearing is essential to urge the State Department to designate India as a CPC. This hearing 
would allow lawmakers to investigate India’s treatment of religious minorities and evaluate whether its policies 
meet the criteria for CPC designation. Designating India as a CPC would demonstrate the U.S.’s commitment 
to defending religious freedom and addressing state-sanctioned violence against minorities, reinforcing its role 
as a global leader in protecting human rights.

Policy Proposals for Congress to Consider During This Hearing:

•	 Direct the State Department to Designate India as a CPC:
•	 Legislative Directive: Pass a resolution or provide clear instructions to the State Department to 

assess and designate India as a CPC based on documented religious freedom violations.
•	 Formal Request: Encourage Congress to formally request the State Department to initiate the 

CPC designation process for India, ensuring that the designation aligns with established criteria.
•	 Implement Diplomatic and Economic Sanctions:

•	 Targeted Sanctions: Impose diplomatic and economic sanctions on India to pressure the govern-
ment into ceasing human rights abuses.

•	 Leverage Trade Policies: Use trade agreements and economic leverage to incentivize improve-
ments in religious freedom practices.

•	 Enhance Monitoring and Reporting:
•	 Independent Oversight: Establish independent bodies to monitor and report on the human rights 

situation in India.
•	 Transparency Measures: Increase transparency in the CPC designation process to ensure 

accountability and public trust.
•	 Support Affected Communities:

•	 Humanitarian Aid: Provide support and resources to religious minorities affected by  
persecution in India.

•	 International Collaboration: Work with international organizations to protect and advocate for the 
rights of persecuted communities in India.

Designating India as a CPC is vital for protecting religious minorities and upholding international human rights 
standards. A congressional hearing will provide the necessary forum to examine the evidence of abuse, discuss 
the implications of CPC designation, and implement measures that reinforce the United States’ role in promot-
ing and protecting human rights globally.

5.       Rising Tide of Hate: Addressing the Surge in Anti-Muslim and Anti-Palestinian Violence in America

Committees with Jurisdiction: U.S. House Judiciary Committee, U.S. Senate Committee on Judiciary

Objective: During a September 2024 Senate Judiciary hearing titled “A Threat to Justice Everywhere: Stem-
ming the Tide of Hate Crimes in America,” U.S. Senator John Kennedy (R-LA) exhibited anti-Arab bigotry while 
questioning Maya Berry, Executive Director of the Arab American Institute. CAIR and CAIR Action condemned 
Senator Kennedy for his Islamophobic and anti-Arab rhetoric, which undermined committee efforts to effec-
tively address rising hate crimes.
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Senator Kennedy’s hateful rhetoric was not surprising to many in the hearing chamber that day as hate crimes 
in the United States have surged to alarming levels, particularly targeting Muslims, Arabs, and Palestinians. 
The FBI’s 2023 Hate Crime Statistics report highlights a dramatic increase in hate crimes, with Muslims and 
Palestinians disproportionately affected. 

CAIR and CAIR Action call for Congress to investigate and address this rise in violence that is fueled in part by 
geopolitical conflicts, especially the United States’ complicit in Israel’s genocide of Palestinians, and pervasive 
Islamophobic rhetoric in media, political discourse, and public life. These incidents not only impact individuals 
but also entire communities, fostering fear and division.

In the first half of 2024 alone, CAIR documented 4,951 hate-related complaints, marking a 69% increase 
compared to the same period in 2023. Throughout 2023, CAIR received over 8,000 anti-Muslim hate crime and 
bias complaints. 

CAIR and CAIR Action note that the education sector has seen a significant rise in discrimination, particularly 
in May 2024, as student movements advocating for anti-genocide stances gained national prominence. 
Students and employees facing heightened anti-Muslim and anti-Palestinian hate represent a disturbing trend 
of targeted violence and harassment in educational environments. This cycle of hate, coupled with inadequate 
responses from law enforcement, educational institutions, and media outlets, exacerbates the problem and 
hinders the protection of vulnerable communities.

Policy Proposals for Congress to Consider During This Hearing:

•	 Improve Law Enforcement Training: Provide comprehensive training for federal, state, and  
local law enforcement officers on recognizing, reporting, and responding to hate crimes effectively  
and sensitively.

•	 Increase Support for Victims: Establish more federal programs and grants to support services for 
victims of hate crimes, including mental health services, legal assistance, and financial aid.

•	 Victim Advocacy Programs: Fund more programs that advocate for and assist victims in navigating 
the legal system and accessing necessary resources.

•	 Public Awareness Campaigns: Consider funding national campaigns to raise awareness about the 
impact of hate crimes and promote tolerance and inclusion.

•	 Comprehensive Data Collection: Improve the collection and reporting of hate crime data to better 
understand the scope and nature of the problem. Also ensure transparency in hate crime reporting to 
hold perpetrators accountable and inform policy decisions.

•	 Support Community Initiatives: Fund and support community-led initiatives that promote dialogue, 
understanding, and cooperation among diverse groups.
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Addressing the rising tide of hate is crucial for protecting vulnerable communities, maintaining public safety, 
and upholding the United States’ values of equality and justice. A congressional hearing will provide the neces-
sary forum to address these critical issues, promote accountability, and implement meaningful policy changes 
that prevent further violence and discrimination. 

6. The Failure of Institutions to Address Islamophobia and Anti-Palestinian Racism on Campuses

Committees with Jurisdiction: U.S. House Education and Workforce Committee, U.S. Senate Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions

Objective: Investigate and address Islamophobia and anti-Palestinian racism escalating on U.S. college  
campuses, where Muslim and Palestinian students frequently encounter harassment, discrimination, and 
suppression from peers, university administrators, and faculty. 

A recent report by the Center for Islam and Global Affairs (CIGA) found that universities are inadequately 
protecting students from hate and discrimination, even as these students engage in peaceful activism for 
Palestinian rights and social justice. Institutions such as Universities such as GWU, UCLA, Emory University, 
Columbia University, UT Austin, NYU, Northwestern University, Pomona College, U-Mich, UGA, UChicago, 
Swarthmore College, Case Western Reserve University, and Portland State University have been cited for 
creating environments that tolerate hate speech against Muslims and Palestinians, while punishing students 
who advocate for human rights.

The Hostile report by CAIR indicates a dramatic increase in education-related complaints, with 921 reports 
in the past year—a 219% rise from the previous year. These complaints encompass bullying, harassment, and 
systemic educational discrimination. Additionally, the Institute for Social Policy and Understanding (ISPU) 
reports that 84% of Muslim students in higher education or vocational programs experienced religious discrimi-
nation in the past year, with 68% facing discrimination from authority figures such as faculty, administrators, and 
campus security. This hostile environment leaves students feeling unsafe and unsupported in their academic 
and personal endeavors.

A congressional hearing is necessary to investigate the systemic failures of universities in protecting Muslim 
and Palestinian students from Islamophobia, anti-Palestinian racism, and hate crime violence. Despite existing 
anti-discrimination policies, many institutions fail to enforce them effectively. The hearing would examine how 
universities enable hate and discrimination, the obstacles students face in reporting these issues, and the 
lack of meaningful interventions by university administrations. It would also explore holding these institutions 
accountable through stronger legal protections, rigorous enforcement of existing policies, and financial penal-
ties for failing to protect students from discrimination.

Policy Proposals for Congress to Consider During This Hearing:

•	 Strengthen Oversight and Enforcement of Anti-Discrimination Policies:
•	 Enhanced Reporting Mechanisms: Implement more standardized and confidential federal report-

ing systems for students to report to the Department of Education incidents of discrimination 
without fear of retaliation.
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•	 Provide Support and Resources for Affected Students:
•	 Expanded Counseling Services: Ensure that universities offer comprehensive mental health 

support for students affected by discrimination and harassment.
•	 Legal Assistance: Provide funding for legal aid services to help students pursue cases of discrimi-

nation and hold institutions accountable.
•	 Legislative Protections:

•	 Federal Anti-Discrimination Legislation: Amend Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 
to explicitly include religion as a protected characteristic. Such an amendment would ensure 
comprehensive federal protections against religious discrimination in educational institutions, 
fostering a safer and more inclusive environment for all students and staff.

•	 Protection for Activists: Ensure that students engaging in peaceful activism are protected from 
punitive federal actions and retaliation by university authorities.

Reforming the oversight of federal law enforcement and educational institutions is essential to protect civil 
liberties, prevent discrimination, and maintain public trust. A congressional hearing will provide the necessary 
platform to address these critical issues, promote accountability, and implement meaningful policy changes 
that uphold constitutional protections and strengthen community relations.

7. McCarthyistic Investigations Targeting Nonprofits 

Committees with Jurisdiction: U.S. House Ways and Means Committee, U.S. Senate Finance Committee

Objective: House Oversight Committee Chair James Comer, Education and Workforce Committee Chair Vir-
ginia Foxx, and Ways and Means Committee Chair Jason Smith have initiated baseless demands to investigate 
and revoke the nonprofit tax-exempt status of American Muslim, Arab, Jewish, and human rights organizations 
advocating for Palestinian rights. This targeted attack is an abuse of government power and a direct threat to 
First Amendment rights. By referring these organizations to the IRS without evidence of criminal wrongdoing, 
these committee chairs are weaponizing federal agencies to intimidate and punish organizations exercising 
their constitutional rights to free speech and political advocacy.

A congressional hearing is urgently needed to address the misuse of government resources by members of 
Congress to investigate and penalize nonprofit organizations based on their political positions. Efforts to revoke 
the tax-exempt status of organizations advocating for Palestinian rights, including prominent groups like the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation and Soros Foundation, as well as Jewish, Muslim, and Palestinian American 
student groups, represent a disturbing escalation of political overreach. The hearing would investigate these 
abuses, the potential chilling effect on free speech and human rights advocacy, and the constitutional concerns 
posed by these efforts to weaponize the IRS and financial agencies for partisan purposes.

Policy Proposals for Congress to Consider During This Hearing:

•	 Legislative Safeguards: Enact laws that prevent the revocation of tax-exempt status based solely 
on an organization’s political stance or advocacy efforts.
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•	 Strengthen Free Speech Laws: Ensure that nonprofit organizations have robust protections 
against government actions that infringe upon their First Amendment rights to free speech and 
political advocacy.

•	 Legal Recourse: Provide clear and accessible legal avenues for organizations to challenge wrong-
ful IRS and Treasury investigations and sanctions.

•	 Better Regulate IRS Referrals: Implement strict regulations on how and when the IRS can be 
referred organizations for investigations, ensuring that referrals are based on concrete evidence 
of wrongdoing.

•	 Prevent Abuse: Enforce penalties for individuals or entities that misuse IRS referrals to target 
organizations for their political beliefs or advocacy work.

Addressing the McCarthyistic investigations targeting nonprofits is crucial for protecting civil liberties, 
preventing political overreach, and ensuring that nonprofit organizations can operate without fear of retaliation 
for their advocacy and political positions. A congressional hearing will provide the necessary forum to examine 
these critical issues, promote accountability, and implement meaningful policy changes that uphold constitu-
tional protections and support the vital work of nonprofit and advocacy groups.
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